clear cut statistic because the trend is new but on an average a well established cosmetic surgery clinic
is receiving 10 such cases every six weeks. I recently attended to six cases of hymenorrhaphy.," said Dr
Mohan Thomas, senior cosmetic surgeon, Breach Candy Hospital.

"While two patients were accompanied by their mothers, one came with her dad and the rest with their
brothers. I see it as a sign of siblings opening up to each other about their sexual lives, which is very
important. Men can walk out of a relationship without any 'sign’ of lost virginity, which is not the case
with women.

Now I don't need to tell you, how a 'non-virgin' is looked at. If a sister can confide in her brother for
anything and everything under the sun, that's' the best thing that can happen to a family. Moral policing
should stay out of it because it's something beyond their understanding, Family values should help, not
suffocate,”" Dr Thomas added.

According to industry experts, not only upper class but also middle class families are patronising these
gifting ideas, and secondly price tags are not the only deciding criteria. And these gifting ideas are a
rage for every age group. Adds Dr Thomas: "Treatments that cost around Rs 50,000 are mostly in
demand but the price tag is not the only consideration. If it helps, middle class people are ready to shell
out that kind of money. But the trend has just picked up and with awareness, it will soon become a
habit."

TAKE THE METRO

The Delhi Metro will run 187 extra trips to avoid overcrowding on the Raksha Bandhan festival on
Aug 24, an official said on Sunday.

According to a Delhi Metro spokesperson, "The metro will provide extra 187 trips and the trains will
run at peak hour frequency from morning 8 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. on Tuesday."

Normally, 21 trains are withdrawn from the lines during non-peak hours hours 12.30 p.m.-4.30 p.m.
But in view of the festival, these trains will be kept in service to provide 187 extra trips Aug 24,




