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HE GIFT

OF BEAUTY ON RAKHI

Brothers in the city are picking up the tab for their sisters’ cosmetic fix-ups

ALISHA COELHO
alisha.coetho@mid-day.com

JEWELLERY, perfumes and
clothes are passé. The gift of
choice for an increasing number
of siblings this Raksha Bandhan
seems to be cosmetic treatments.

Take the example of 23-year-
old Payal Jain (names changed
on request), a resident of Parel
who was involved in a bike acci-
dent five months ago that left
scars on her face.

“The marks depressed me and
finally the doctor told me that
there was a new laser therapy
that could help remove them. But
it was quite expensive,” said Jain,
who was in no position to afford
the bills amounting to over
Rs 50,000.

That's when her brother Yuvi
(22) came to her rescue. “I1 cquld-
n't bear to see my sister sad
especially since 1 knew that
before the accident, she was very
pretty and icular about her
face. I've gi her many things
over the past years but she really
wanted this and I was in a posi-
tion to afford it so I thought why
not?” said Yash, adding that the
first session will take place on
Tuesday, which is Raksha
Bandhan. For good measure,
Payal is also now having her lips
plumped.

New trend

Cosmetic surgeon Dr Rashmi
Shetty said that five such
requests have come in this year.
“The treatment ranges from any-
thing like this Q switched laser
treatment to peels to hair
removal procedures and brothers
are picking up the tab. It makes
the most sense, [ suppose. It’s not
the kind of thing a boyfriend or
husband would gift but brothers
don’t seem to mind. It’s the first
year I've seen such a request but
like in the case of Payal, it's very
touching,” said Shetty.

Favourite procedures are usu-
ally non surgical given the short
period of time involved. Dr
Mohan Thomas, senior consult-
ant cosmetic surgeon at Breach
Candy Hospital who has had
three patients this year, said,
“Dermal fillers, Botox, these are
popular given that there's very
little down time. However 1 did
have one girl who was 24 with a
weak chin who came in around
20 days ago for a chin implant
that was entirely funded by her
brother. The general amount that
brothers seem to willing to spend
is up to Rs 25,000. After all, with
people who are fairly well off,

It's not the kind of
thing a boyfriend or
hushand would gift
but brothers don't
seem to mind.

~ DR RASHMI SHETTY,
COSMETIC SURGEON

Rs 50,000

Cast of hymen reconstruction
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